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PREFACE 


The HEBREW MILITARY READER is the product of a joint endeavor bettecen 
the Foreign Servier Institute of the Department of State and the Defense Language Instt- 
tute of the Department of Defense. The objective has been to develop a manual which 
would serve tu stimulate conversation on military subjects while giving the students a 
broad knowledge about the functions of the Israeli military organization and rationale 
behind its unique structure designed to accommodate, among other things, the drafting 
of women, It serves also as a natural means of introducing the vocabulary meluded on 
the DLI military word list. 


In developing the manual Mr, Penny and Mr. Abarbanel of the ESI staff drew heavily 
on information contained in English language sotuce.. Mr. Nbarbanel generating Hebrew 
reading passages oul of this information, Che passages were used immediately in DLL 
sponsored clusses of military persaniel, and revisions were made on the basis of the elass- 
room experience. 


Upon completion of a semi final draft Mr, Penny took the reader to Israel where it twas 
subjected to expert scrutiny as to the authenticity of language and content. the manual 
was ivped in its entirety by Mr, Nbarhanel. Mr. Penny planned and organized tie text, 
evaluated the content and edited the page-Ay-page glossary which appears afler each read: 
ing selection. 


Th: Systems Development Agenes of OLE under De Roy b Fallis provnted the basic 
military word list, a document which served as a guideline for the selection of the tapes 
and the writing of the passages, SDA also provided financial assistance fer the writing of 
the text and the typing of the camera copy, and printed the manual in its facility in 
Monterey, Califarnia, 


‘ “yy wl 
~? Dames #, 
Cafonel, Ma Abn: 

Director, ‘a ey Institute 


| 


dames Ro Frith, Dean 
School of Language Studies 
Foreign Service listitute 


97 ne) 7 
\ 


4 
\ 


,) 


~<— 


INTRODUCTION 


The Hebrew Military Reader was developed at the Foreign Service 
Institute for Nefense Language Institute groups being trained under 
contract, ‘The reader parallels advanced materials prepared for 
Foreign Sexvice students. These materials focus on professional 
level vocabulary, and cheir content includes area and cultural 
information of consiilerabie value to the officer's mission, Simi- 
larly, the Reader aims to give the military student a broad range 
of vocabulary on military subjects and a general understanding of 


the structure and operations of the Israel Defense Forces, 


The -eader is primarily a language learning device. It claims 
no authority as to specific facts and figures. These were drawn 
fron readily available secondary sources,* The facts are, of course, 
also subject to very rapid change. The data of more permanent value 
to the student are the historical, geographic, social and economic 
forces which influenced the development of a particular type of 


military organization, 
There is a considerable stylistic difference between spoken 
Hebrew and the written language. The language of the Hebrew Mili- 


tary Reader is at a level one might encounter in newspapers and in 


“Seu references on pave 190, 


technical literature, Vowel marks have been deleted as they would 


be in such Viterature, Since the level of the written language 
tends to be complex, the reader should not be introduced until the 
basic structure of the languaye has been mastered. In the FSI 


program the reader is used near the completion of the FSI Hebrew 


Basic “ourse text, 


The vocabularv of the reader is intended to become part of the 


learner's active repertoire, Thus, the teaching cycle should not 


stop with the student's comprehension of the text, but should con- 


tinue until the student can use the new vocabulary in conversation, 
The following learning cycle is suggested: 
1, The teacher reads a portion of the text and students 
learn the value of the vowels, 
2. Students read out loud and the teacher checks their 
mastery of the pronunciation. 
3, Optional translation stave. This is discouraged unless 
the teacher has an excellent command of English. 

4. Students read through the text avain and the teacher 
explains in Uebrew the meaniny of new words, The 
teacher also asks questions in lebrew to make sure 
students understand the meaniny of words, The teacher 


resores to Enulish im explaination or verification ooty 


wien he has net been abl. te make his pedal clear fe ebro, 


5. Students discuss in Hebrew what has been read and 
compare this with their knowledge of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, | 
6. (Optional) Students in their own words retell in Hebrew 
what has been read, 
As mastery of the text becomes easier, students may prepare sections 
on their o. and devote class time to discussion in Hebrew on what 


has been read, 


Students should b> encouraged to develop an active interest 
in military develcopments in the Middle East to update facts in the 


reader and to develop disctussion on the basis of the Hebrew they 


have learned, 
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